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Lifestyle Entrepreneurs, Amenity Movers, and Their Impact
on Recent Population Trends in the Rural West, US.A.

Norman, Josh

1, Introduction

Recent population trends in the United States have shown that there has been a resurgence in the
populations of rural areas since the 1970s. This trend has often been charaeterized by demographic
scholars as a “deconcentration” of people from larger. more densely settled areas into smaller, more
lightly settled areas. The long era of rural population stagnation (and in many areas actual declines)
first came 1o a halt in the 1970s, FEconomic disruptions in the 1980s caused the rural population
rebound to come to o rest temporarily, bul then in the 1990s most non-metropolitan areas rebounded
strongly once again”.

Coinciding with this rural “rebound” has been a proliferation of research into the root causes of it
Although no one cauge can account for all ol the population gains seen in rural areas since the 18708,
there appears to be a growing consensus as to the strong positive influence that the emergence of
“amenity movers” and “lifestyle entrepreneurs” has been having on the cholces people are making on
where they want 1o live, thus influencing the popuiations of rural areas in ways never seen before in the
United States.

The purpose of this paper is to first explain the concept of the lifestyle entrepreneur through the
extensive use of previous literature written on the subject, while clarifying how a lifestyle entrepreneur
and the universally known concept of the entrepreneur differ. The connection between lifestyle
entrepreneurs and the recent eoncept of green tourisin will also be explored. In the following section,

the concent of the “amenity mover™ will be defined. with a narticular foeus on how natural amenities are
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Open Access vs. Non-Open Access Citation Impact Ratios
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Growth of Institutional Archives and Contents
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